
510 

14 CFR Ch. III (1–1–07 Edition) § 414.1 

SOURCE: Docket No. FAA–2005–21332, 71 FR 
46853, Aug. 15, 2006, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 414.1 Scope. 

This part establishes procedures for 
obtaining a safety approval and renew-
ing and transferring an existing safety 
approval. Safety approvals issued 
under this part may be used to support 
the application review for one or more 
launch or reentry license requests 
under other parts of this chapter. 

§ 414.3 Definitions. 

Safety approval. For purposes of this 
part, a safety approval is an FAA docu-
ment containing the FAA determina-
tion that one or more of the safety ele-
ments listed in paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
this definition, when used or employed 
within a defined envelope, parameter, 
or situation, will not jeopardize public 
health and safety or safety of property. 
A safety approval may be issued inde-
pendent of a license, and it does not 
confer any authority to conduct activi-
ties for which a license is required 
under 14 CFR chapter III. A safety ap-
proval does not relieve its holder of the 
duty to comply with all applicable re-
quirements of law or regulation that 
may apply to the holder’s activities. 

(1) Launch vehicle, reentry vehicle, 
safety system, process, service, or any 
identified component thereof; or 

(2) Qualified and trained personnel, 
performing a process or function re-
lated to licensed launch activities or 
vehicles. 

Safety element. For purposes of this 
part, a safety element is any one of the 
items or persons (personnel) listed in 
paragraphs (1) and (2) of the definition 
of ‘‘safety approval’’ in this section. 

§ 414.5 Applicability. 

This part applies to an applicant that 
wants to obtain a safety approval for 
any of the safety elements defined 
under this part and to persons granted 
a safety approval under this part. Any 
person eligible under this part may 
apply to become the holder of a safety 
approval. 

§ 414.7 Eligibility. 

(a) There is no citizenship require-
ment to obtain a safety approval. 

(b) You may be eligible for a safety 
approval if you are— 

(1) A manufacturer or designer of a 
launch or reentry vehicle or component 
thereof; 

(2) The designer or developer of a 
safety system or process; or 

(3) Personnel who perform safety 
critical functions in conducting a li-
censed launch or reentry. 

(c) A safety approval applicant must 
have sufficient knowledge and exper-
tise to show that the design and oper-
ation of the safety element for which 
safety approval is sought qualify for a 
safety approval. 

(d) Only the safety elements defined 
under this part are eligible for a safety 
approval. 

Subpart B—Application 
Procedures 

§ 414.9 Pre-application consultation. 

The applicant must consult with the 
FAA before submitting an application. 
Unless the applicant or the FAA re-
quests another form of consultation, 
consultation is oral discussion with the 
FAA about the application process and 
the potential issues relevant to the 
FAA’s safety approval decision. 

§ 414.11 Application. 

(a) The application must be in writ-
ing, in English, and filed in duplicate 
with the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Associate Administrator for Com-
mercial Space Transportation, 800 
Independence Avenue, SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20591. 

(b) The application must identify the 
following basic information: 

(1) Name and address of the appli-
cant. 

(2) Name, address, and telephone 
number of any person to whom inquir-
ies and correspondence should be di-
rected. 

(3) Safety element (i.e., launch vehi-
cle, reentry vehicle, safety system, 
process, service, or any identified com-
ponent thereof; or personnel) for which 
the applicant seeks a safety approval. 
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(c) The application must contain the 
following technical information: 

(1) A Statement of Conformance let-
ter, describing the specific criteria the 
applicant used to show the adequacy of 
the safety element for which a safety 
approval is sought, and showing how 
the safety element complies with the 
specific criteria. 

(2) The specific operating limits for 
which the safety approval is sought. 

(3) The following as applicable: 
(i) Information and analyses required 

under this chapter that may be appli-
cable to demonstrating safe perform-
ance of the safety element for which 
the safety approval is sought. 

(ii) Engineering design and analyses 
that show the adequacy of the proposed 
safety element for its intended use, 
such that the use in a licensed launch 
or reentry will not jeopardize public 
health or safety or the safety of prop-
erty. 

(iii) Relevant manufacturing proc-
esses. 

(iv) Test and evaluation procedures. 
(v) Test results. 
(vi) Maintenance procedures. 
(vii) Personnel qualifications and 

training procedures. 
(d) The application must be in 

English, legibly signed, dated, and cer-
tified as true, complete, and accurate 
by one of the following: 

(1) For a corporation, an officer or 
other individual authorized to act for 
the corporation in licensing or safety 
approval matters. 

(2) For a partnership or a sole propri-
etorship, a general partner or propri-
etor, respectively. 

(3) For a joint venture, association, 
or other entity, an officer or other in-
dividual duly authorized to act for the 
joint venture, association, or other en-
tity in licensing matters. 

(e) Failure to comply with any of the 
requirements set forth in this section 
is sufficient basis for denial of a safety 
approval application. 

§ 414.13 Confidentiality. 
(a) To ensure confidentiality of data 

or information in the application, the 
applicant must— 

(1) Send a written request with the 
application that trade secrets or pro-
prietary commercial or financial data 

be treated as confidential, and include 
in the request the specific time frame 
confidential treatment is required. 

(2) Mark data or information that re-
quire confidentiality with an identi-
fying legend, such as ‘‘Proprietary In-
formation,’’ ‘‘Proprietary Commercial 
Information,’’ ‘‘Trade Secret,’’ or 
‘‘Confidential Treatment Requested.’’ 
Where this marking proves impracti-
cable, attach a cover sheet that con-
tains the identifying legend to the data 
or information for which confidential 
treatment is sought. 

(b) If the applicant requests confiden-
tial treatment for previously sub-
mitted data or information, the FAA 
will honor that request to the extent 
practicable in case of any prior dis-
tribution of the data or information. 

(c) Data or information for which 
confidential treatment is requested or 
data or information that qualifies for 
exemption under section 552(b)(4) of 
Title 5, U.S.C., will not be disclosed to 
the public unless the Associate Admin-
istrator determines that withholding 
the data or information is contrary to 
the public or national interest. 

(d) If the proposed criteria for evalu-
ating a safety approval is secret, as 
classified by the U.S. Government, or 
the applicant wants it to remain pro-
prietary or confidential, it cannot be 
used as a basis for issuance of a safety 
approval. 

§ 414.15 Processing the initial applica-
tion. 

(a) The FAA will initially screen an 
application to determine if the applica-
tion is sufficiently complete to enable 
the FAA to initiate the reviews or 
evaluations required under this part. 

(b) After completing the initial 
screening, the FAA will inform the ap-
plicant in writing of one of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The FAA accepts the application 
and will begin the reviews or evalua-
tions required for a safety approval de-
termination under this part. 

(2) The FAA rejects the application 
because it is incomplete or indefinite 
making initiation of the reviews or 
evaluations required for a safety ap-
proval determination under this part 
inappropriate. 
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